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Vice President and Treasurer \\Q\* Q.\zf
Jackson Parish Watershed District é}o Q:}‘
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Dear Mr Joynor: X ST
\/ AN
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The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its April 8§, 20 egﬂ%ga, Qi’mdered your request, on behalf of

Jackson Parish Watershed District (the “Distri

Qi‘ agx‘ady&sory 0p1n10n as to whether the former
president of the District may assist a contra

g@}f@‘m@% certain services.
>

“;,\' . ‘Qb ‘:\
FACTS PROVIDED
o 2R
Mr. Lavelle Smith was a member andg')\fes}ﬁ'egf*‘of the District until his service ended on April 18,
2021. & ;\&“ Q‘}x
. . . '\\\ & X

. Smith would like to as é@ug} rtego, a contractor, in obtaining legal descriptions and
completmg building permbts Q{hll@\Mr Smith’s services to Mr. Ortego include matters involving
the District. oo & Qﬁ

59.

Mr. Smith mamtalrﬁ @%’tb@ is not being compensated for his services to Mr. Ortego, and he is
providing his serV1@\e§ \@&untarlly
¢\ @
\@* }Q
La. R. Sééi F102(3) defines “agency head” to mean the chief executive or administrative officer
of an agency or any member of a board or commission who exercises supervision over the agency.

LAW

La. R.S. 42:1121A(1) provides no former agency head or elected official shall, for a period of two
years following the termination of his public service as the head of such agency or as an elected
public official serving in such agency, assist another person, for compensation, in a transaction, or
in an appearance in connection with a transaction, involving that former agency or render any
service on a contractual basis to or for such agency.
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ANALYSIS

Mr. Smith served as a board member of the District, which role qualifies him as a former agency
head under La. R.S. 42:1102(3). As Mr. Smith was an agency head, La. R.S. 42:1121A(1) shall
apply. Accordingly, for a period of two years after his termination of service to the District, Mr.
Smith may not assist another person, for compensation, in a transaction involving the District.

CONCLUSION

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that the Code of Governmental Ethics
would permlt Mr. Smlth to provide services to Mr. Ortego involving the District, prox&i’eq that
Mr. Smith is not compensated for such services. o \V
This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as set forth herein. Chan e,@co:f-he facts as
presented may result in a different appllcatlon of the provisions of Q&é Lg% istana Code of
Governmental Ethics. The Board issues no opinion as to past conduct gt s&% I@vs other than the
Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics, the Campalgn Finance Q@s L& 50 Act the Lobbyist
Disclosure Acts, and the conflict of interest provisions contained Kb?he@fomhana Gaming Control
Law. Ifyou have any questions, please contact me at (800) 84&%@0 OF 7(225) 219-5600.

Sincerely,

LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS

Charles E. Reeves, Jr. :
For the Board & .
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